
For many producers today, mostly up and coming producers, equipment is very expensive.  The most common instrument amongst producers is the MPC (Music Production Center) which is produced by the Japanese company Akai.  The MPC was invented as a drum machine which gives its users the ability to sample records which is a huge part of hip hop today.  However, Akai’s MPC’s can range from one thousand to close to four thousand dollars, which is why it is popular among established producers.  On the other hand, there is a digital audio workstation by the name of FL Studio developed by Image-Line Software, which is a much cheaper alternative for rising and beginner producers.  FL Studio prices can range all the way from $49 to $399 (a dramatic price difference to that of the MPC and other competitors).
  As a user of FL Studio, I would say that it has its ups as well as its downs.

“FL Studio (previously known as Fruity Loops) is the most complete virtual studio currently available.  It will play any sample file (wav), generator (softsynth), VSTi & DXi) or midi instrument* you feed it”.  FL Studio allows the user to create wav, mp3 or midi songs or loops in minutes.
  “FL Studio is a fully featured, open-architecture music creation and production environment for PC.”  FL Studio does not require any extra software to produce music, because a whole complete kit of instruments and tools are included in the package.  With the plugins included in these packages, the user can create full songs, backing tracks, loops or beats.
 There are five main steps in producing a track in FL Studio.  These steps go in the order of sounds/instruments which makes the sound used in the song.  Then comes the composing/sequencing where the music is either played and recorded live via MIDI keyboard or entered manually in the Piano Roll.  Then a producer must arrange his or her track by placing it in the Playlist window.  Next, the track goes through a mixing process where effects are added.  Finally, the track must be exported to a WAV or MP3 file.  Now the final product is ready to be played.
  

As a FL Studio user, I would have to say that it is a very inexpensive alternative to the expensive music producing equipment today.  When I first started producing, I could not afford and MPC or a new keyboard, so I downloaded FL Studio.  In a YouTube interview, established producer 9th Wonder stated that he too started off using FL Studio and still does because when he first got into the game he couldn’t afford a MPC.  This program contains a wide array of instruments, drums sets, and effects.  However, from this large library, I have yet to find a decent sound that catches my attention.  All the sounds included in this program sounds like instruments a person would hear from a Fisher Price toy or a videogame.  Whenever using FL Studio, I have to use sounds that I have imported into the program because the original sounds seem too “simplistic” and “childish”.  On the up side, FL Studio’s step sequencer makes making sampled records much easier.  Once I place my chopped up samples in the program and find the right tempo for the sample, the step sequencer help me keep the kick drums, snare drums and hi hats on key.  

Overall, FL Studio is a great program for starting producers.  I would recommend the program for practice uses just until a MPC or other quality instrument could be purchased.  I am not short changing the FL Studio program; it does have many great capabilities.  It has a built in metronome, step sequencer which makes creating drum patterns much easier than on many other programs, an onslaught of effects and mixer programs which can balance audio levels, a sample browser which makes access to audio samples or song files very quick, tons of generators, and dozen of music kits; however, it just does not contain the instruments to make high quality production.  I guess that this is what a person can expect to receive from such an inexpensive program.   
*midi instrument- any instrument that can be connected to a PC/laptop through USB
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