Essay 3: Draft 1 Progress Report

(Please write your answers on the lines below the questions)

Your Name: Kingsley Osuji           Number of words of draft: 923
TOPIC & THESIS: What is the object you are evaluating?

What are the standards of value you using to make your evaluation? List here.  Are these stated directly or indirectly in the draft?  Explain.

· I am a current user of the program and most of all my producer friends use this program as well.  I state this in the critical review.

What is your over arching judgment of the object?

· I feel as though the program should be used as practice or as a start for beginning music producers.

Is your thesis sufficiently complex to indicate the mixed feelings you may have toward the object? 

· Yes, I believe so.  My thesis does indicate the mixed feelings I have toward the program.  I state the many ups and downs of this program.

What is your thesis? 
· FL Studio is a cheaper alternative to the many expensive, well-known music producing equipment and programs.

Did you state it explicitly in the draft? (You are not required to). Why did or didn’t you put it in the draft?
· I stated this in my draft because I believed that stating my thesis instead of having my reader guess what it is would be more helpful.

PURPOSE: Other than fulfilling the requirements of the assignment, what is your primary purpose in writing this essay?  What do you want your readers to believe as a result of reading your essay?

· I want my readers to know the ups and downs of the program before considering purchasing it or using it.

AUDIENCE: You must choose a specific publication that you are writing for. What is it? Why this publication?  

- I can publish this review in XXL: Scratch Magazine for it is a magazine for music producers.
List three ways that you have used language that would appeal to a general audience and not an audience of college students.

· I try to keep my words as simplistic as possible so a wide range of people would be able to understand

· Aside from the program terms the language used is very common

· Very descriptive

DEVELOPMENT: What kinds of evidence are you using to support your judgment?  Examples? Comparisons with other subjects of the same type?  Expert opinions?  Other?

· I compare the program to the many alternatives, dominantly the MPC, and I give expert opinion from a famous producer who too uses the program.
What source(s) will you list on your Works Cited page?
· I will site information from the FL Studio website and I will use references from a Youtube video with famous music producer 9th Wonder.

ORGANIZATION: ?  Does your opening paragraph introduce, describe, and summarize the subject you are evaluating?  Is there sufficient information for your reader who doesn’t know your subject?

- Yes, my thesis and opinion are stated in the opening so readers would know what I am profiling and my stand on the program.
On a separate sheet of paper, outline your draft.  Does your outline present an argument in support of your thesis claim that follows the reasons proof pattern? Explain. 

- Yes, I believe that I structured  my essay in a way that it presented an argument in support of my thesis claim which follows the reasons proof pattern.
Examine your draft for transitions for each new developing paragraph.  What do you need to do to make your transitions stronger?

- I believe that more emphatic statements would transition the essay better.
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT: What are you most pleased with in this draft?  Be specific.  

- I believe that I give a very good argument on the pros and cons of the program which can really influence a person’s decision on whether or not they should purchase the program.
List any problems you are having with this draft and write down any questions you have about the assignment or your work.
- What information is missing from my review which can make it more critica
Writer's Questions for Peer Group Response

Instructions: In the space provided below, write at least three questions that you would like your peer group to respond to.  Consider your questions carefully:

· Avoid obvious and closed-ended (“yes/no”) questions ("Do you think my essay is good?").

· Avoid questions about grammar and mechanics that are simple matters of editing.

· Ask clear, open-ended questions that will incite your peers to offer helpful feedback on global issues--audience, purpose, thesis, organization, development (“My thesis seems vague.  What suggestions do you have to make it more specific?”  “What other ways can I re-organize the discussion?”  “I use the word responsibility over and over.  What other words can I use instead?”).

· Ask questions related to what you think are the potential problem areas in your essay (“How can I avoid the risk of offending my readers?”). 

Please complete the form before coming to class and bring it to peer group.  Your teacher may require you to submit these questions.

1. Do you as the reader get lost or confused by the terms used regarding the program? If so, how can I make it more understandable?

2. Is my review on the program critical? If not, how can I make it more of a critical review?

3. What extra information or details can I add to my review to make it more complete?

For many producers today, mostly up and coming producers, equipment is very expensive.  The most common instrument amongst producers is the MPC (Music Production Center) which is produced by the Japanese company Akai.  The MPC was invented as a drum machine which gives its users the ability to sample records which is a huge part of hip hop today.  However, Akai’s MPC’s can range from one thousand to close to four thousand dollars, which is why it is popular among established producers.  On the other hand, there is a digital audio workstation by the name of FL Studio developed by Image-Line Software, which is a much cheaper alternative for rising and beginner producers.  FL Studio prices can range all the way from $49 to $399 (a dramatic price difference to that of the MPC and other competitors).
  As a user of FL Studio, I would say that it has its ups as well as its downs.

“FL Studio (previously known as Fruity Loops) is the most complete virtual studio currently available.  It will play any sample file (wav), generator (softsynth), VSTi & DXi) or midi instrument* you feed it”.  FL Studio allows the user to create wav, mp3 or midi songs or loops in minutes.
  “FL Studio is a fully featured, open-architecture music creation and production environment for PC.”  FL Studio does not require any extra software to produce music, because a whole complete kit of instruments and tools are included in the package.  With the plugins included in these packages, the user can create full songs, backing tracks, loops or beats.
 There are five main steps in producing a track in FL Studio.  These steps go in the order of sounds/instruments which makes the sound used in the song.  Then comes the composing/sequencing where the music is either played and recorded live via MIDI keyboard or entered manually in the Piano Roll.  Then a producer must arrange his or her track by placing it in the Playlist window.  Next, the track goes through a mixing process where effects are added.  Finally, the track must be exported to a WAV or MP3 file.  Now the final product is ready to be played.
  

As a FL Studio user, I would have to say that it is a very inexpensive alternative to the expensive music producing equipment today.  When I first started producing, I could not afford and MPC or a new keyboard, so I downloaded FL Studio since it was so convenient at the time.  In a YouTube interview, established producer 9th Wonder stated that he too started off using FL Studio and still does because when he first got into the game he couldn’t afford a MPC.  He says that he will continue to use FL Studio because it is what he started his career with and is what has helped him get to where he is at now.  In contrast to 9th Wonder’s feelings, I’m pretty tired of using FL Studio.  I feel as if it has helped me as a producer develop and better my skills but feel as if I am now at a point where it is time for me to move on to bigger and better equipment such as the MPC (after using it for over 8 months). This program does contain a wide array of instruments, drums sets, and effects.  However, from this large library, I have yet to find a decent sound that catches my attention.  All the sounds included in this program sounds like instruments a person would hear from a Fisher Price toy or a videogame.  Whenever using FL Studio, I have to use sounds that I have imported (mostly from free websites for producers) into the program because the original sounds seem too “simplistic” and “childish”.  I noticed these flaws upon receiving my first Casio keyboard.  The sounds on the keyboard had better quality and sounded like it could produce music that a person can hear on the radio.  On the up side, FL Studio’s step sequencer makes making sampled records much easier.  Once I place my chopped up samples in the program and find the right tempo for the sample, the step sequencer help me keep the kick drums, snare drums and hi hats on key.  Also, from current ratings the “childish” sounds that come from the FL Studio program seem to please the younger (8-17) demographic.  This is proven in music from artist/producer Soulja Boy Tell’ Em who used FL Studio to produce his smash hit “Crank That Soulja Boy” which spent seven weeks at #1 on the U.S. Billboard Hot 100.  The success of this record opened many opportunities to produce for other artists.     

Overall, I firmly believe that FL Studio is a great program for starting producers.  I would recommend the program for practice uses just until a MPC or other quality instrument could be purchased.  I am not short changing the FL Studio program; it does have many great capabilities.  It has a built in metronome, step sequencer which makes creating drum patterns much easier than on many other programs, an onslaught of effects and mixer programs which can balance audio levels, a sample browser which makes access to audio samples or song files very quick, tons of generators, and dozen of music kits; however, it just does not contain the instruments to make high quality production.  I guess that this is what a person can expect to receive from such an inexpensive program.   
*midi instrument- any instrument that can be connected to a PC/laptop through USB
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