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Final Portfolio Evaluation

English 1000C

Student: Kingsley Osuji 

1. Does the writer follow through on the requirements of the writing by showing careful 

attention to the writing process in the forms of pre-writing, drafting, significant revision, 

and proofreading? 

 ___ Exceptional  ___  Above average ___  Average  ___ Below Average   __ Unsatisfactory 

2. Does the writer follow through on the requirements of the writing assignment and 

achieve the purpose of the essay as defined by the assigned genre? 

 Exceptional ___  Above average___  Average___ Below Average __ Unsatisfactory 

3. Does the writer define an appropriate audience for the essay and then meet the needs of 

the audience, striking the right tone and attitude toward the audience? 

 Exceptional ___  Above average___  Average___ Below Average __ Unsatisfactory 

4. Does the writer adequately develop ideas through the specific use of details and by constructing 

carefully  organized ideas, paragraphs, and sentences?  

 Exceptional ___  Above average___  Average___ Below Average __ Unsatisfactory 

5. Does the writer avoid grammatical and mechanical errors that detract from the essay’s 

message, and write in a prose style appropriate to first-year college writing? 

 Exceptional ___  Above average___  Average___ Below Average __ Unsatisfactory 

An unsatisfactory in any one of the areas above results in a failed portfolio.  

 Grade: ________ 
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                               FL Studio Review

For many producers today, mostly up and coming producers, equipment is very expensive.  The most common instrument amongst producers is the MPC (Music Production Center), manufactured by the Japanese company Akai.  The MPC was invented as a drum machine which gives its users the ability to sample records which is a huge favorite amongst R&B, Rap, and Hip Hop producers.  However, Akai’s MPC’s can range from one thousand to close to four thousand dollars, which is why the majority of its owners are established producers.  Now on a brighter note, there is a digital audio workstation by the name of FL Studio developed by Image-Line Software, which is a much cheaper alternative for rising and beginner producers. This program can produce music from basically any genre.    FL Studio prices can range from $49 to $399 (a dramatic price difference to that of the MPC and other competitors). As a user of FL Studio, I would have to say that it has its ups as well as its downs.


As taken from the official FL Studio website, “FL Studio (previously known as Fruity Loops) is the most complete virtual studio currently available.  It will play any sample file (wav), generator (softsynth), VSTi & DXi) or midi instrument* you feed it”.  FL Studio allows the user to create wav, mp3 or midi songs or loops in minutes.  “FL Studio is a fully featured, open-architecture music creation and production environment for PC.”  In a much simpler definition; the makers of FL Studio created it with the ability to play any wav/mp3 file, synthesizer program or computer operated instrument.  FL Studio does not require any extra software to produce music, because a complete kit of instruments and tools are included in the package.  These 
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virtual instruments can be played with the use of a USB ready keyboard or with the simple click of a mouse into the piano roll section of the program.  With the plugins included in these packages, the user can create full songs, as well as, backing tracks, loops or beats.  

As taken from a wiki site for the program, there are five main steps in producing a track in FL Studio.  These steps go in the order of sounds/instruments (1) which make the sound used in the song.  Then comes the composing/sequencing (2) where the music is either played and recorded live via MIDI keyboard or entered manually in the Piano Roll.  Then a producer must arrange his or her track by placing it in the Playlist window (3).  Next, the track goes through a mixing process (4) where effects are added.  Finally, the track must be exported to a WAV or MP3 file (5).  Now the final product is ready to be played. 


As a FL Studio user, I would have to say that it is a very inexpensive alternative to the expensive music producing equipment today.  When I first started producing, I could not afford an MPC or a new keyboard, so I downloaded FL Studio since it was so convenient at the time.  In a YouTube interview, established producer “9th Wonder” (producer of Jay-Z’s famous “Threats” record) stated that he too started off using FL Studio because when he first got into the game he couldn’t afford an MPC.  He says that he will continue to use FL Studio because it is what he started his career with and is what has helped him get to where he is at now.  In contrast to 9th Wonder’s feelings, I’m pretty tired of using FL Studio.  I feel as if it has helped me develop as a producer and better my skills, but I feel as if I am now at a point where it is time for me to move on to bigger and better equipment, such as the MPC (after using FL Studio for over 8 months). This program does contain a wide array of instruments, drums sets, and effects.  However, from this large library, I have yet to find a decent sound that catches my attention.  All 
                                                                                                                                                   Pg. 4

the sounds included in this program sounds like instruments a person would hear from a Fisher Price toy or a videogame.  Whenever using FL Studio, I personally, have to use sounds that I have imported (mostly downloaded from free websites for producers) into the program because the original sounds seem too “simplistic” and “childish”.  I have noticed these flaws upon receiving my first Casio keyboard.  The sounds on the keyboard had better quality and sounded like they could produce music that a person can hear on the radio.  Now on the up side, FL Studio’s step sequencer makes producing sampled records much easier.  Once I place my chopped samples in the program and find the right tempo for the sample, the step sequencer help me keep the kick drums, snare drums and hi hats on key.  


In comparison to many other virtual studios that I have used, such as Apple’s Garage Band program, FL Studio is much easier, making it better and more convenient for the average or beginning producer.  When using Garage Band, I could not discover any sounds and realized that I had to download the instruments from the Apple website.  FL Studio came already loaded with hundreds of sounds, instruments, and synthesizers.  Unlike in FL Studio, while trying to produce in Garage Band I recognized that there was no countdown to recording which threw me off a couple of times and kept my recording off tempo.  Another advantage that FL Studio has over Garage Band is its step sequencer, which can be used to create in-tune drum and snare patterns.  While using Garage Band, my drums always seemed a bit off tempo.  I do not know if I had so many problems with the Garage Band program because I was new to the program or maybe because it was just that difficult, but what I do know is that my first time using FL Studio was a complete “walk in the park”.  Being that I was so confused with this program, I began searching for any video tutorials which may have come with the product as did in FL Studio 
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(which was a huge help).  While searching for any featured tutorials, I realized that just as the sounds and loops, the tutorials had to be downloaded from the Apple website too.  While trying to download these sounds and tutorials I came across numerous errors which prevented me from doing so.  As a conclusion to the comparison, FL Studio is a complete package.  It contains all the sounds, instruments, tutorials, effects, and synthesizers all in one unlike many competing programs (such as Garage Band) which require the user to download all the sounds and other necessities which are key to composing music (which can be time consuming and in some cases be very costly).      


Overall, I firmly believe that FL Studio is a great program for starting producers because it is an affordable start.  I believe so because prior to downloading FL Studio, I had no experience in producing music, let alone knowledge of the subject.  However, a month into using the program, I saw dramatic changes.  I quickly learned the basics and fundamentals of producing music within days and learned how to compose a full record in just a few weeks thanks to the included video tutorials and simple setup.  The FL Studio program has many great capabilities.  It has a built in metronome, step sequencer which makes creating drum patterns much easier than on many other programs, an onslaught of effects and mixer programs which can balance audio levels, a sample browser which makes access to audio samples or song files very quick, tons of generators, and dozen of music kits. However, it just does not contain the instruments to make high quality production. This is why I would only recommend the program for practice uses, just until a producer is ready to purchase or operate an MPC or other quality instrument.

*midi instrument- any instrument that can be connected to a PC/laptop through USB connection
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                           An Unforgettable Experience

Here I am in the bus terminal with all these emotions going through my head.  I have never felt so sad and equally furious.  I am getting the urge to just grab my luggage from the bus and find my way home.  I board this huge coach bus and find a seat to myself.  I was not in the mood to be bothered by anyone.  I look out the window and observe my parents smiling at me, so I smile back hiding all the anger that was being held within.  I had just come out of a very stressful junior year in high school and the last thing on my mind was completing more curricular work.  I remember pleading with my parents not to enroll me in this program, but both had explained that this course will severely make my college application process much easier and open my eyes to the wide variety of available majors and minors in many universities today.  The program is called SEPS (Summer Enrichment Program Studies) and is being held at Penn State University for the whole month of July.  It is just like college except for the fact that I do not receive any credits for these courses (just knowledge and experience).  At the time of discussion with my parents, I decided to place my stubbornness aside and tell them that I will give this program a shot.  However, now on the bus, my stubborn mentality has returned and I deeply regret accepting this offer.


I hear a group of girls behind me talking about the great semester of school they’ve had.  I immediately guess that they were friends and are attending this program together.  Their reminiscing briefly reminds me of my friends that I am leaving behind and the potentially good times I could be experiencing with them.  Just as I think that my temper has settled down, I once again become enraged thinking about the good times I may be missing out on.


On the way to the university, there is a car on the freeway engulfed in flames due to a car
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on car collision.  I begin to associate the burning car with my summer vacation which are both burning away right before my eyes.  These emotions begin to become unbearable and are serious annoyances.  I decide that it would be in my best interest that I take a nap.  I then place my head on the cool window and slowly begin to doze off.  A few hours later I awaken only to find myself at the university gates.  I quietly say to myself, “What did I get myself into”? while wondering what this first week may have in store for me.  


It is now nearing the end of the first week and believe it or not, but I am really starting to like this program.  I remember wondering on the bus what would have been in store for me the first week and to be honest, this program that I once thought to be work dominated actually was not.  The work only made up roughly thirty percent of this course.  The program is holding a dorm wars competition this morning and I am ecstatic to have been chosen to be a key player on dorm red’s team.  The blue team is loaded with tall, athletic built players, but that does not phase me.  Back home, on the basketball courts of Brooklyn, I was always known as the “little man” on the court.  I put on my ankle brace and am now ready for war.  I begin to run around screaming, “GO TEAM RED, GO TEAM RED” hyping up my teammates for the upcoming game.  In that split second, I stop and think, “Am I actually enjoying all of this”?  Now, just as in week one, I am very curious to know what week two has in store for me. 

        It is now Monday night of week two.  I am scavenging through my dorm closet searching for an appropriate outfit to wear because tonight is the program’s first party and I really want to stand out for the ladies.  I throw on my favorite pair of blue jeans, slip into my Vans, and lather my neck with cologne.  I meet my friends Will and Allan in the dorm hall and we proceed to the party in the quad. Will and Allan now split because they had found a few girls to entertain for the 
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remainder of the party.  I decide that I should do the same.  I head to the lower quad and engage in conversation with a group of very beautiful girls.  They are all cool, but there is one girl who stands out the most to me.  It is not even a physical attraction or anything along that line, it’s just that she reminds me so much of myself.  I ask her for her name and she replies, “My name is Katya but everyone here calls me Brooklyn”.  I figure that she is from Brooklyn but ask her just to confirm my hypothesis.  She replies, “Yes, I am”.  I tell her that I too am from Brooklyn and from there our conversation just begins to grow.  I ask her for her address, she tells me and we then realize that we live only three blocks away from each other.  She then tells me that she is transferring to Midwood High School in September and my jaw drops.  She too goes into a state of awe when I tell her that I attend Midwood High School.  I then realize that all this time, I have been sad that I left all my friends from Brooklyn behind not knowing that I will meet a new friend who lives in my neighborhood, who I have never seen a day in my life.  She is a breath of fresh air for me in this program and also brings some more Brooklyn “flavor” to this program.  I head back to my dorm excited that I just made a new friend in this program.  I head to my bed and I cannot sleep because I just seem so anxious to see what is in sight for me the following week. 


It is now Wednesday afternoon of week three and I am in advertising class and am far from focused on my work.  It feels as if I am in a completely different universe.  I cannot seem to stop thinking about Nikki.  She is this sweet girl from Mississippi who I’ve got really close to.  I met her at the same party that I met my good friend Katya at.  Unlike Katya who I just see as a friend, I am strongly attracted to Nikki physically and emotionally.  After all my day dreaming, I notice her from the classroom window sitting on the building’s front steps waiting for my class 
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to end.  Seeing her makes me real sad because I have gotten really close to her and we only have one week left in this program and the situation between us probably will never work past this summer since she lives in Mississippi and I live in New York.  At this moment, I really cannot believe the struggle that I am going through with my emotions.  Just a month ago I was in a battle with my parents for them not to send me to this program, but why is it that now I cannot find it in myself to want to go back home?  Unlike the previous weeks, I am not excited to know what the next week holds in store for me.

It is now 5A.M. on the day of my departure from the SEPS program.  My bags are already packed and I am sitting on the windowsill looking up to a towering Will.  We begin reminiscing on all the good times that we shared throughout this program and get carried of into a very long, delightful conversation.  I look at the clock and it reads 6A.M.  It is now time for me to head to the bus.  Will helps me bring and load my luggage on the bus.  All of my friends are outside waiting for their buses and they all begin to swarm me bidding me their farewells.  Unexpectedly, I begin to start crying.  I pull down my fitted cap so that no one will realize that I am shedding tears but everyone else is crying too and I decide that it’s best that I not hide my emotions either.  The tears that is being shed is probably enough to fill an Olympic sized pool.  All my peers are hugging and shaking my hand goodbye, but there is only one person that I am looking for at the moment.  That person is Nikki.  I spot her scrambling through the crowd coming to bid me her farewells.  I rush to her and pull her through.  At this point, I am speechless and so is she.  The only noises being made are from the tears trickling down our faces.  Even though she said nothing, I knew that us separating was just as hard on her as it was on me.  I give her a tight hug, she then places a kiss on my cheek and I then head towards the bus.  Walking to 
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the bus feels as if I am being held back by a very tight leash and is not letting me board this bus.  
I finally gather enough courage to enter the bus and I do not look back.

Just like I the ride to the university, I find a corner in the bus all to myself (due to sadness), but unlike the ride to the university where I came knowing no one, I am leaving with tons of new friendships and a new found sense of maturity.  I have now matured enough to know that what I believe to be useless in my life may turn out to be the most beneficial experience once I give it a chance.

 The bus exits the university gates, and it feels as if the stubborn mentality that I entered these gates with has completely been left behind.  My phone begins to vibrate and I open it only to see a text message from Nikki.  The message reads, “I’mma miss u a lot.  Don’t eva 4get me”.  I reply, “That will neva happen” and then I slowly begin to fall asleep.     
